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[i.e. the king] presents, which were a bason and ewer of silver, a
standing cup of silver, a headpeece, a paire of hangers, a fanne
of fethers, and a looking-glasse. These being delivered by the
marchants, none pleased him so well as the fanne of feathers,
with which hee caused his women to fanne him. First at the
generals landing, the Flemmings mette him and carried him to
their house, where he stayed untill the king sent for him. In the
meanewhile there came a nobleman called Curcon1, who would
have received Her Majesties letter, to have delivered it to the
king; but our generall refused to deliver it to any but to the
king himselfe. Then did the king send sixe elephants for the
generall and his attendants; whereof there was one elephant,
which was the greatest, that carried a canopie covered with redde
.cloath; in which canopie was a peece of silke and a peece of
cloath of gold to carrie Her Majesties letter in; and upon this
elephant none did ride but he that carried the letter. The
generall ridde upon another, with a guide before him; and uppon
the rest some did ride and some did not. For it is very uneasie
riding uppon them; their backes are so broade, and they so great
and tall.
The king did likewise send his trumpets and other musicke;
which played before the generall to the courte. And there was
twentie other that carried streamers of silke of divers coulours,
according to that countrie manner. So the generall, entering
into the first gate of the court, rested himselfe there, untill the
king had notice of his comming; who presently sent for him and
f oure other of the principall men about the generall; who, when
they had brought him to the king, came backe for the presents,
which were carryed in by the marchants appointed for that
purpose. And after they had passed three courtes, they came
into a place covered with cannopies, adjoyning to the kings
gallerie, where the king satte. And after they had given Doulat2
1   z A secretary or registrar (karkuri).  Davis mentions a 'secretary, named
Corcoun,' as one of the principal officials.
* Persian daulat, prosperity, felicity. Davis says (Purchas, vol. I, bk. iii,
p. 122):' Before any man can come to the kings presence, he must put of his
hose and shooes and come before him bare-legged and bare-footed, holding
the palmes of the handes together and, heaving them up above his head,
bowing with the bodie, must say Doulat; which done, dutie is discharged,
and so hee sitteth downe, crosse-legged, in the kings presence.*